Earthquakes have always been a
mystery for humans causing them
awe, horror and insecurity. For
thousands of years ancient cultures
have attempted to explain why the
earth periodically shakes. As they
did not have the scientific under-
standing of the world that we have
today, they tried to explain these
earthquakes through stories and
legends.

New Zealand

In New Zealand they believed that Mother Earth had a child (the god
Ru) inside her womb. Earthquakes were caused by the baby stretching
and kicking.

Greece

Enceladus

Greek mythology had associated the earthquake phenomenon with
Enceladus, one of the Giants, son of Tartarus and Gaia. During the
battle between the Giants and the Olympian Gods, he lost to Goddess
Athena, who projected Sicily on himthe island of Sicily. Enceladus was
trying, from time to time, to lift the island and throw it off and be
released, which caused volcanic eruptions of Etna and earthquakes. In
Greece, an earthquake is still often called a "strike of Enceladus”.

Atlas

One of the Titans, son of Uranus and Gaia, was convicted by the King
of the Olympian Gods Zeus to carry the Earth on his shoulders. Every
time he was feeling stiff and changed position, an earthquake occurred.

Greek Philosophers and Earthquakes

The first attempt to explain earthquakes and volcanoes without
reference to mythology was made by the ancient Greek philosophers.
Aristotle speculated that earthquakes resulted from winds within the
Earth caused by the Earth's own heat and heat from the sun.
Volcanoes, he thought, marked the points at which these winds finally
escaped from inside the Earth into the atmosphere.

Pythagoras (580-500 B.C.) believed that earthquakes have their
origin in the "internal fire".

Epicurus (341-270 B.C.) considered the erosion and transportation
ability of water responsible for the occurrence of earthquakes.
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Japan

In Japan, they believed that a wild catfish lived in the mud beneath the
earth. This catfish had to constantly be restrained by the Kashima god
who protected Japan from earthquakes. As long as Kashima kept a
mighty rock with magical powers over the catfish, the earth was still.
But when he relaxed his guard the catfish thrashed about causing
earthquakes.

North America

The Gabrielino Indians of Southern California believed that long ago,
when most of the world was water, Great Spirit decided to make a
beautiful land with lakes and rivers, that turtles carried on their backs.
One day the turtles began to argue and three of the turtles began to
swim east, while the others swam west. The earth shook! It cracked
with a loud noise. The turtles could not swim far, because the land on
their backs was heavy. When they saw that they could not swim far
away they stopped arguing and made up. But every once in a while,
the turtles that hold up California argue again, and each time they do,
the earth shakes.
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